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SUPPORT - HB-6147 - AN ACT REQUIRING AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS TO 

COMPLY WITH PRINCIPLES OF SMART GROWTH AND HISTORIC DISTRICT 

REGULATIONS.  

The Connecticut Council of Small Towns (COST) supports the above-referenced bill, which is intended 

to address concerns facing municipalities in complying with the state’s affordable housing laws.  

Towns are making tremendous strides in complying with the affordable housing laws to diversify and 

increase housing stock in an effort to meet affordable housing goals.  At the same time, however, 

numerous laws have been adopted to require municipalities to comply with state and federal laws aimed 

at preserving and protecting the state’s environment and natural resources.   

Balancing affordable housing goals with efforts to support responsible growth creates difficulties and 

uncertainty for Connecticut’s small towns. For example, the court in Eureka V, LLC v. Planning and 

Zoning Commission of Ridgefield et al., held that, given the numerous state laws designed to protect the 

state’s water resources, a proposed housing development in a drinking water watershed must be subject to 

density restrictions.  

State statute should be amended to allow towns to appropriately balance affordable housing laws with 

state and federal environmental laws to address this conflict.  


